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The clamour for improved 
standards of education and the positive 
drives and moves by successive 
governments in Nigeria has clearly 
demonstrated that the will is there to 
reposition the sector. The way out is 
what is lacking, but one major key 
aspect of developing a more creative 
populace is a curriculum designed to 
support creative task and 
experimentation. The only way Nigeria 
educational system can be revamped is 
that the curriculum should be developed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 to reflect creative thinking at all levels 
and all sectors of education.  

It is only where there is 
functional education in place that 
creativity and innovation become better 
understood so much so that a teacher can 
creatively introduce  new products or 
ideas that are beneficial to the students 
through his or her  power of imagination 
or  creative ingenuity.  

Languages play an important 
role in education. Over the years 
educationists have maintained the view 
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Abstract 
Language is the chief means of human communication and interaction. 
Considering the fact that one of the most important keys to success of a 
nation in whatever field is through the use of language whose valuable 
role in its developmental studies cannot be under estimated. English 
today, in Nigeria is the country’s official language as well as the 
medium of instruction. This paper is therefore concerned with the 
redefining of the way English language is learnt and how it will affect 
the personality, products, and the environment. The paper further 
highlighted the importance of functional education through creativity in 
English language education. This paper recommended among other the 
use of English language as a major tool for sensitization of the 
populace by employing the use of mass media and other areas for 
English language education.  
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that how much formal education a child 
receive, his achievement in it depends 
mostly on how much control he has over 
language in general and the medium of 
instruction in particular. According to 
Auta (2008) English Language occupies 
a very important place in Nigeria. It is 
the official language of administration, 
medium of instruction and study in our 
schools and universities.  

With the above roles played by 
English language in the educational 
industry, the need for efficient teaching 
of the subject cannot be over 
emphasized if the desired result is to be 
achieved. In spite of the official and 
public emphasis on English language, 
the schools do not seem to be producing 
adequate number of pupils who are 
sufficiently proficient in English 
language, because the performance of 
candidates in terminal examinations in 
English language have never been 
encouraging.  

This is where the creativity in 
the teaching and learning of the subject 
comes to play. English language today 
has become very important because it is 
conceived as an important instrument in 
the development of a nation. The skills, 
knowledge and attitude of acquiring or 
learning this language better therefore 
resides in the teacher who has the ability 
to introduce new ideas that are 
productive enough and that will make 
the students understand the rudiments of 
the language. Most students do not pass 
English language examinations because 
they sometimes lost all the marks 
allocated to spelling, punctuation, 

grammar, sequences of tenses because 
they were unable to handle these aspects 
of the language competently. Urgent 
steps need to be taken to arrest the 
situation and to prevent the entire 
educational system from imminent 
doom.  
 
English Language Education  
 English language education 
refers to a unified outlook of English 
language teaching and learning whether 
formal or informal in any institution of 
learning. It has to do with skills, 
knowledge and attitudes which one 
acquires or learns in the use of English 
language for various professional, socio 
– cultural and economic functions in 
Nigeria. It involves these techniques, 
skills and functions which all human 
beings have the capability of 
demonstrating in their daily lives if they 
are fully concerned with the 
development of the four basic skills of 
language education which are listening; 
speaking; reading; and writing. The 
concept of English Language Education 
according to Ugoji and Stella (2010) 
refers to the study of the art of language 
which in effect involves the 
understanding of the nature and 
importance of language as a vehicle for 
communication and insight into the 
processes of language development. To 
communicate is one of the great 
pleasures of life, something humans 
always love to do; the more you do it, 
the better you get at it, and the more fun 
you have doing it. But first the 
fundamentals must be understood.  
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 With English being the language 
of instruction in Nigeria, no individual 
can make much progress educationally 
in Nigeria without a sound foundation in 
English language. According to Haddy 
(2011) indeed without English language, 
there could be little education above a 
very elementary level and because of the 
multiplicity of languages, English 
language has become the Lingua Franca 
over a large part of Africa both 
intentionally or externally. An Ibo (Igbo 
man) speaks to a Yoruba man in 
English, so does a Ghanaian to a 
Ugandan. Different persons use 
language in different ways and with 
varying degrees of success and 
competence. For instance, the pupil who 
listens very attentively, to his teacher is 
more likely to understand the lesson 
better than another who listens less 
attentively, or who does not listen at all. 
The student who is able to read many 
books rapidly and with concentration 
and understanding is more likely to 
perform better in his examinations than 
the students who cannot read fast 
enough, or one who cannot understand 
what he reads, or one who does not read 
at all. The journalist who writes a clear 
and interesting report is more likely to 
get a wider readership than the one who 
cannot write in good and clear language. 
(Obanya, Ayo, Ama, Olowe 1981). To 
be able to communicate effectively 
through the use of English language, 
therefore, one must master the art of 
using English language through 
acquiring the basic English language 
skills.  

The Concept of Creativity in English 
Language Learning  
 Given that the term creativity is 
multifaceted and complex, it has been 
defined by different schools of thought 
to suit how they perceive it. Creativity is 
thus, the ability to redefine, recreate and 
or re – produce things by firstly 
questioning them, than by looking at 
them from a fresher, different angle or 
perspective, and finally by formulating 
and or producing a renewed, different 
alternative of the very thing that is being 
looked at. In order for this process to 
take place, a series of conditions need to 
be present along the way. Ogbe (2012) 
asserts that creativity is imagination, 
originality, inventiveness and giftedness. 
He went further to say that creativity as 
the result of expressions, which are 
novel, useful and relevant to the solution 
of the problem being examined, what is 
implied here is that creativity is the skill 
of bringing about something new and 
valuable into existence through 
constructive productive behavior that 
can be seen in action or 
accomplishment. Palmer (2004) is of the 
view that:  

Creativity is the capacity of 
person to produce compositions 
products or ideas of any sorts which are 
essentially new, or novel, and previously 
unknown to the producer. It can be 
imaginative activity or thought synthesis 
where the product is not mere 
summation. It may involve the forming 
of new pattern and combinations of 
information derived from past 
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experiences, and the transplanting of old 
relationships to new situations.  
 For decades, creativity has been 
consistently discussed and argued as 
vital by those in education as well as in 
business. According to Wagner (2012) 
many of them discuss effective 
environments which nurture innovation 
and creativity and the lives of creative 
people using systematic, scientific and 
artistic output. The product  of creative 
thought may be new to the society or 
new to the individual who produces it 
but what is essential is that it should 
bring joy to its creator. Hence it is a 
process of re arranging concepts and 
emotions in a new form, and it is also 
the ability or the disposition to do so.  
 Learning English language has 
become or is becoming very difficult, 
even though there are appropriate use of 
the sole called relevant materials. Most 
of those teaching English language, 
though holders of Nigeria Certificate in 
Education (NCE) or degree lack the 
necessary pedagogy to make teaching 
profitable to learners. Knowing fully 
well that the desirable characteristics of 
an effective English language teacher to 
be are: availability of students, 
knowledge and command of the target 
language, being able to organize, 
explain, clarify as well as arouse and 
sustain interest among students through 
the use of appropriate techniques using 
most or all the Materials for English 
language teaching. Materials for 
teaching English language can be 
commonly classified into three 
categories. These include: visual aids, 

audio aids, and audio visual aids. 
According to Research Publication 
(2013)  

Techniques and instructional 
materials are so important in conveying 
contacts that they have often been 
considered the heart of the educational 
system. It must be emphasized that 
techniques and instructional materials 
cannot be educative unless they are used 
and the manner of that use does much to 
determine, their effect for example, if a 
film is well introduced before it is 
shown and is then discussed afterward. 
It will have a greater impact on its 
viewers than if it is merely screened.  
The publication further posted the 
following as some of the language 
teaching methods; grammar translation 
method; natural phonetics, traditional, 
direct audio–lingual and audio visual 
methods communicative approach 
/method, total physical response 
approach and immersion programmes 
method.  
 Creativity in English language 
teaching also applies to the use of 
instructional materials by every teacher 
in carrying out his teaching and learning 
activities in the classroom in an effective 
manner to serve as a facilitator of such 
activity. Thus, the objective of the user 
of an instructional material (teacher or 
learner) is to create the positive 
impression on what to teach and the 
recipient of such lesson. Ema and Ajayi 
(2004) said that: “we live in a fast 
changing world that is becoming more 
and more scientific and technical…. 
Teaching equipment and materials have 
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changed over the years, not only to 
facilitate teaching/learning situation but 
also to address the instructional needs of 
individuals and groups”.  
 An intelligent application of 
instructional materials depends on the 
knowledge and the professional attitude 
towards their selection and utilization by 
the teacher. Gana, (1981) pointed out 
that “the occasion to use or not to use 
instructional materials in classroom 
should be based on whether or not they 
are educationally sound, technically 
relevant”. In the process of doing this 
the teacher must take cognizance of the 
fact that there is no perfect medium of 
instruction, inherent in every one is the 
capability of facilitating the educational 
process. The teacher must realize that 
the availability of instructional materials 
is not an end in itself, but a means to an 
end. He must therefore be creative, 
resourceful, and imaginative in selecting 
and using instructional materials. The 
teacher must possess the right attitude 
and show interest in their utilization. 
Very importantly the teacher must be 
encouraged to use instructional materials 
in their teaching for effective 
achievement of educational goals.  
 Creative teaching is about using 
creative approaches to make learning 
more effective and engaging. This will 
also allow for the learner’s generation of 
ideas and originality. This can only be 
achieved when teachers creatively 
approach the content and learners are 
actively engaged in the learning 
activities Amabile (2012) states that 
“creativity is associated with the context 

in which one is working or going to 
school. She further proposed that 
creativity is not a universal concept  but 
rather a cultural specific one and 
distinguished extraordinary creativity 
from every creativity. In assessing 
creativity, most people, including 
teachers, are unable to distinguish 
between what is creative and what they 
personally like. If something is produced 
that is disliked, it will not be seen as 
being creative. But producing exactly 
what the teacher likes is not necessarily 
creative. Assessing creativity is very 
difficult.  

To achieve creativity in English 
language education the teacher should 
be allowed greater flexibility in devising 
effective and appropriate creativity 
programmes and activities. Putting such 
practice in place requires example of 
best practice as well as signs that they 
will impact on students performance. 
 
Functional Education to the Rescue  

For Nigeria educational system 
to experience change and English 
language education in particular , there 
must be functional education in place as 
a means of literacy linked with 
occupation. Functional education is an 
education that is programmed to give 
knowledge, develop skilled and attitude 
to make the learner become particularly 
useful and self reliant. If Nigerians 
receive this type of education it will 
make them more resourceful and 
enterprising to themselves and to the 
nation at charge. By extension therefore, 
functionality in education is the display 
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of the expected attitudinal change by the 
products of an educational programme. 
According to Muhammad (1998) 
functional education “relates with the 
concept of lifelong education/learning 
which includes knowledge and skills 
gained in formal education and training 
and learning in formal volunteer 
activities, un – renumerated work and 
traditional knowledge”.  

Looking at creativity in learning 
and teaching without the teacher who is 
an initiator of the learning process, a 
facilitator of the learning of  skills, a co-
ordinator of the learning efficiency and 
indeed, the pivotal element in the entire 
educational development process. In 
recognition of this, Teachers 
Registration Councils of Nigeria 
(TRCN) (2004) observed that the roles 
of teachers in Nigeria educational 
system amongst others should includes  

 
a. Those teachers should keep 
abreast of developments in the theory 
and practice of education around the 
world and actively participate in 
research and development within the 
profession and motivate subordinates to 
do same.  
 
b. Teachers should ensure all 
round development of learners, through 
a good mix of curricular and co – 
curricular activities  
 
c. Teachers are responsible for 
diagnosing, advising, prescribing, 
implementing and evaluating 

educational programmes and 
instructions.  
 
d. Teacher should not use their 
position to humiliate, threaten, 
intimidate, harass or blackmail any 
learner to submit to selfish motives  
 
e. Teacher should not patronize in 
any way learners associations deemed 
by law or public morality to be inimical 
to social and moral order of society such 
as secret cults, gay association e.t.c  
 
f. Teachers should keep all 
examination records and knowledge at 
their disposal with absolute secrecy and 
should not in any manner whatsoever 
aid and abet examination malpractices  
 
g. Teachers should serve as role 
models to learners, showing high degree 
of decency in speech, mannerism, 
discipline, appearance and the general 
performance of their roles  
 
h. Teachers should encourage and 
actively participate in Parents/Teachers 
Association meeting (PTA), which is 
likely to impact positively on the 
learners and general educational 
programmes.  
 
i. Teachers have the responsibility 
to advise government and stake holders 
on the provision of appropriate 
educational infrastructures, programmes 
and fund.  

With the load of challenges 
surrounding teachers and teaching 
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profession in Nigeria, it will be agreed 
that the prescribed TRCN roles of the 
teacher becomes a mirage in the face of 
the present circumstances. Today in 
Nigeria the teacher is the poorest paid 
professional, even as poor as their pay 
is, it does not come regularly. He works 
in the poorest environment. Funding 
remains a huge challenge to the 
implementation of functional education 
with serious implications for the 
adequate provision of basic 
infrastructure, equipment and 
instructional materials over the years, 
there have been poor or low budgeting 
allocations to education, which has 
made it very difficult for Nigerian 
educational system to improve. 
For Nigeria to have effective English 
language education, the educational 
system must first be improved upon and 
then, the teacher’s welfare. As far as 
creativity in education is concerned the 
teacher that is well paid, respected and 
above all have a good working 
environment will be open to the use of a 
variety of media and device ways of 
using the modern technology made 
available to  him to facilitate his work 
perfectly and effectively. In the views of 
Lubart and Guignard (2004) “they see 
creativity as something that can be 
nurtured or argmented by the 
technologies that one uses”.  In fact, 
Lubart and Guignard argued further that 
people generally think in more creative 
ways while using advanced technology 
like a laptop, smartphone, or an Ipad. 
With this it is clear that, those who have 
access to such technology resources 

have additional opportunities to display 
as well as strengthen their creative 
talents. Such an idea moves the concept 
of creativity from a unique internal 
process or talent that is highly limited to 
one wherein anyone has a chance to be 
creative.  
 
Conclusion  
 Creativity in English language 
education is an essential concept that 
will encourage the learners. It is 
important to note that the main source of 
activities is intrinsic motivation, whether 
it is from the internalized process of 
extrinsic motivation or it is just from the 
supportive environment within a specific 
social context. This will create a positive 
attitude to the learning of English 
language not only to the students, but for 
the teachers as well.  
 
Recommendations  
 To further enhance and promote 
English language education in Nigeria 
the following recommendations are 
made:  
- It is very confusing and 
unbelievable that in spite of the official 
and utilitarian position of English 
language in Nigeria and in the world at 
large there are still people who have 
negative attitude towards learning the 
language. Government should therefore 
assist the citizens by encouraging them 
to attend literacy classes in English, this 
can be done by providing awareness 
programmes that will enable individuals 
to have interest in the language through 
mass media.  
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- Government at all levels should 
be interested in the funding of education, 
like building a functional language 
laboratory, increasing the number of 
qualified English teachers, introduction 
of incentives and provision of 
infrastructures.  
 
- The teacher should be allowed 
to participate in syllabus planning and 
production, to ensure complete 
understanding of the end products. This 
would also give the teacher the 
opportunity to design instructional 
materials in line with the student’s need 
in learning of the subject.  

 
- To promote creativity in English 
language education, government at all 
levels should make the teaching of the 
language a reality in both primary and 
secondary levels of the Nigerian 
educational system by qualified teachers 
and experts in the field should be 
allowed to monitor and inspect how the 
subject is being taught.  
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